Occlusion of the right pulmonary artery: a rare, late complication of radiation therapy.
Two cases of total occlusion of the right pulmonary artery 22 and 28 years after mediastinal irradiation are presented. The first patient is alive 29 years after the radiation therapy, and the second patient died of heart failure 31 years after the therapy. This very rare complication is one cause of radiological unilateral hyperlucent lung syndrome. The diagnosis can be confirmed by clinical history, clinical examination, chest roentgenogram, lung scan and pulmonary angiography.